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PREFACE. 



THIS illustrated Book is not meant to supersede any of the many 
excellent works on the old Town of Ghent. 
It is not only an index of those things which attract Englishmen and 
Americans it is also meant to be a help to them to see quickly and effec- 
tually what they want to see. Many travellers come and go, having 
seen little because in the number of things presented to them they cannot 
pick out that which they care for, and they leave disappointed rather 
than face the difficulty of selection or the labor of going from pillar to 
post. Be this said, not only as an explanatory remark on the book, but 
as anticipated answer to many who will take exception at omissions. 
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This Book has also another object in view, it is to point out to 
foreigners^^^ the advantages which Ghent offers to persons in search of a 
place of residence abroad situated at a short distance from London. 
These advantages are : great educational facilities and advantages for 
children, at a reasonable cost, and the possibilities of living on a more 
generous scale on a fixed income than is possible in England where 
rents, rates and educational fees have a tendency to increase every 
year, these advantages will be set forth in the second part of this 
little book under the heading of Modern Ghent. 



Most of the views of Ghent are kindly contributed by **La Societe 
de Gand- Attractions" who organize for the Town public concerts, 
historic processions, illuminations and other public recreations. The 



(i) Foreigners to Belgium. 
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photographs and steel plates are the work of Mr. Edmond Sacre, 
Rue de la Calandre. 



I am indebted to many for information and kind help to verify 

what is already common knowledge, among these to M. Ad Du Bois, 

Avocat, and for 40 years Counsellor of the Municipality; M. Van Duyse, 

Curator of the Ghent Museum and Lapidary Museum of the abbey of 

St. Bavon; M. Louis Maeterlinck, Custodian of the Municipal Paintings; 

M. Victor Van der Haegen, head of the Archives department of 

the Town; the Honorable Henry Morris, U. S. Consul and Bibliophilist ; 

M. Van Imschoot, well known authority upon Orchids; and the late 

(and by me much regretted) Rev. Doctor Sparrow Simpson, Subdean 

and Librarian of St. Paul's Cathedral. 

A. L. 
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The Hotel de Ville. 



THE HOTEL DE VILLE (1481-1622 A.D.). 

ONE of the finest specimens of old work to be seen in Europe. The exterior 
of this grand building tells the tale of its own checkered history. One 
side is of richly floriated Gothic architecture, the other, in severe classical style; 
a fourth side is unfinished to this day but is in the hands of the Town Architect 
and builder and will present a handsome facade to the new proposed street. The 
frontage on the Rue Haut Port is superb, it presents a perfect combination of 
richly decorated gothicart, laden with all that the unrivalled old Flemish masters 
of architecture could bring to bear, garlands, niches and statues, and yet preser- 
ving intact in their purity and severity the great architectural lines which arrest 
our attention and rivet our admiration. 

The interior of the Hotel de Ville will repay a visit, it has undergone many 
changes, the result of time or consequent on the exigencies of business, for it 
has ever been and is still the locale of municipal administration. Among things 



not to be left unseen is the Council Chamber (la salle du conseil) dating from 
1484 and restored, but not altered or spoilt, by the celebrated architect M. Pauli. 
The stone staircase (floriated late Gothic period 1520) which leads up to the 
Arsenal Chamber, a marvdi of archit^jctural science, by Wagemacker *nd 
Keldermana, widi ii>s series of itaterlaced vaulted archer, is .unique. Wheo 
pae&ing tknaugh idbe spacd&us halls of this old baildiag seyeriil of ihe 
pidnures sh«mld liasve a sotome^t^s attention. That of Marie Xher^se geaerally 
attracts lad3£s^4^ was a gceat admixer of FJdamisJb laces and die is repj^aenfifixl 
as wearing a dress which was presented to Jier by the States of Plandecs, Jthe^ 
lace on wihioh oostt 25,.qqo JarJLna,, a great sum in her days. In aciuiowJedgmeat 
ef thi^ Iqj^ attentkuQ ;&he sejiJt ;tJais |)actare of herself. 

The tsttaircsse aod pietuirefi can be seem at any ,time by a^pplicaiixui to ih^ 
concierge. 
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THE BKLFRY. 

HARD by the Hotel de Ville is the celebrated Beifry which rfses 387 feet, it 
dates from 1321. An old plan is extant dated 1178. The man in charge 
is to be found in the Halle aux Draps (Cloth Market) an old building abutting to 
it wh^re sat, in the XVth Century, commercial courts. A fee of i fr. i^ charged 
to go up to the top, from whence on a fine day a good view of all the neighbourhood 
•can be had. From this point of vantage the ancient men at arms watched for the 
first sight of the enemy and at the signal from, the old Belfry, out poured from 
the Chdteau des Comtes the halbardiers, eagerly supported by the stout burghers, 
who so often have given a good account of themselves in the brave days of Van 
Artevelde and of our Edward HI. 

The limits of this little Guide to the hurrying and hurried forbids more than 
brief notices of the most remarkable features of the Town, but a dip into the 
history of the old Belfry is good reading. The great copper dragon that soars on 



the tip top of the Tower has been the subject of many a legend and the very bells 
tell their tale of battles; one of them bears the scar of a shot wound dealt by the 
Austrians a century ago; the aim was true, but the bell was truer, for though 
pierced by the missile it rang out the alarm nevertheless and has been as clear as 
a bell need be ever since. 

Tourists *'gone on bells" and all students of campanology have still a 
pilgrimage to make if they have not tramped up the 386 steps of the Belfry and 
stood where Roelandt's famous bell hung (13 14 A.D.) with its inscriptioa 
**When I toll 'tis fire, when I peal 'tis victory in Flanders^^^" 

(i) Als ic cleppe, dan ist brand; als ic luide. dan ist victorie in Vlaendrenlandt* 



THE CATHEDRAL. 

THIS noble building, containing artistic treasures of inestimable worth, has, 
like most cathedrals, sufifered violence. Flames, iconoclasts and tempests 
have ravaged it. Twice it was partially burned, often visited by over zealous 
XVIth Century reformers, it was struck by a thunderbolt in the XVIIth Century 
and lost its spire, which rose over 99 feet above the Tower which is 272 ft. 
The oldest part of the building is the crypt which dates from 941. The 
chancel was begun in the Xlllth Century and finished A,D. 1300! The chapels, 
in early floriated style, are of the XVth Century. The style is Gothic and the 
external aspect is imposing, but it is the interior of this cathedral which is 
especially famous for its own splendid proportions, its carvings and its 
paintings. 

In the chancel, among carved tumular monuments to episcopal benefactors, 
should be especially noticed the figures in black marble of St. Peter and St. Paul, 



the latter in the act of casting the viper in the fire in the island of Melita- 
The carved pulpit by Delvaux is renowned, the white marble figures of fallen 
humanity, represented by an old man,, accosted by the angel of Truth, with 
the words ** Awake, thou that sleepest, arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give thee light, "^*^ is of world-wide fame. However the great treasure of 
the cathedral is the famous picture of the Brothers Van Ey^k, **the Adoration 
of the Lamh." Twenty-four chapels, situated in horse-shoe form, round the 
chancel, contain paintit^gs of ancient masters which are visited by hundreds of 
pex^ons every year. TJie best pictures are all curtained and the chapels containing 
them locked, bwt a fee of 2 frcs. (or for a party i fr. a head) obtains immediate 
admission from the sacristan. The limits of this Guide admit of no lengthened 
description of the works of the masters^*^, among whom are Honthorst, J. and H. 

(») The words are from the Vulgate : Surge qui dormis et exsurge a mortuis et illuminabit 
te Christus. 

(a) The "'Guide Hisfrarique dc la Ville de .G*nd.," pub, by Ad. UxfsAe, Ghent, unid :Mr H. Vaa 
Duyse*s "Gaud monuraeatal et pittorcsque," give descriptions and information on these pictures. 



Van Eyck, de Grayer, Rirbeirs, but a ward or iwo must be said of the great 
chef d'oeuvre of the faiwows Brothers Van Eyck, the fathers^ of oil painling'. 
Requested rn 1420 to paint a picture for the parish church of St. John (now the 
cathedral of S** Bavon), they chase Rev. VFI, 9, and fini^ed the work in 1432, 
This great picture has shared the dangers of its sheltering building, twice it has 
narrowly escaped fire. It has also been cTfpoeed to peculiar vicissitude by reason 
of its great wnorrth, ft seems pretty certain reformers ofltered it to Queen Elizabeth 
as a mark of gratftu'de for her cotinten^nce of the reformation, but their intention 
was frustrated, Phil'ip IT. eagerly coveted it but had to be contented with a copy 
by Coxie; It appears to have sojourned in Paris over 20 years at the beginning 
cf tftfs Century, and about that time suflfered' the toss of its. side panels, they 
were sold to a Brussels dealer for £240, he resold them for £4,000 to an 
Bn^lisli dealer, who seenis to have known what he was about,, as he obtained 
from the King of Prussia £16,400 and they are now in Berlin. Tf such is the 
value of the panels^ what is the value of the picture? 

The Treasury contains old MSS. needle works, chased silver goblets, relics 
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and other attractions to the ecclesiastical antiquarian; but the ordinary English 
visitor will not fail to gaze with real interest on four splendid brass candlesticks, 
which bear the royal arms of England, they were turned out, probably of the 
Chapel royal ^^^ by Covenanters and eventually bought by Bishop Triest of 
Ghent. 

Visitors should arrange to be at the Cathedral before 12 o'clock, when ft is 
shut till 4. A good luncheon of several courses can be obtained close by at 
the Restaurant Bouard, Rue Courte de la Croix, for two francs. They may 
then be recommended to make their way to the Chdteau des Comtes. 

1^) There is no ground for saying they once were in St. Paul's Cathedral. The royal 
arms on the contrary seem to indicate they were the possession of Charles I. Their arrival 
in Ghent synchronized with the beheading of that monarch. 

The authorities at St. Paul's Cathedral know the candlesticks at Ghent were designed 
by a Florentine artist for the tomb of Henry VIII. The marble sarcophagus of that tomb 
was designed by Italian artists for Cardinal Wolsey. At his death Henry VIII. seized on this 
sarcophagus and began an elaborate tomb for himself in marble and bronze. The four candle- 
sticks now at Ghent are four out of ten candlesticks intended to surround this tomb. After 
Henry's death these prepared marbles and bronzes were left in a chapel at Windsor. Both 
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Mary and Elizabeth proposed and abandoned the idea of completing this tomb to their father's 
memory. Under the Commonwealth the bronzes, statues, etc., were broken up and sold. 
The four candlesticks were sold intact to the Cathedral at Ghent. The marble sarcophagus was 
left at Windsor until after the death of Nelson, when it was brought to St. Paul's and used 
as a central part of his monument there. There is no proof that the candlesticks were ever 
used at, or even brought to, St. Paul's, but a persistent tradition has it so. Some little time 
ago, the Cathedral authorities tried to buy the candlesticks from Ghent, in this they did 
not succeed but were allowed to copy them. The two copied candlesticks now at St. Paul's 
have on them the royal arms and mask of Henry VIII. as have those here. The bob^ches 
of the candlesticks are of a later date than that of the main column and from that fact some 
have doubted whether they were at first meant to be used as candlesticks or as supports to a 
canopy, but probably they were candlesticks in an unfinished state. 



ANCIRNT SLAUGHTER HOUSE AND FISHMARKET. 

ON the way ta the gramdly restored rtrin erf rtie Chiteau dtes Cotntes we pass 
through the *^*^Marche aux legumes'' where there is an ugly old building 
wlucbt i» chiefly iaterestiAg, from the fact that in the exterior wall, fadng tiae sqiiare 
and half bidden by a Cafe, are stHi to be seen the' riirgs and bar where the pfubltc 
executioner did his barbarous work with hot branding iron, knife and rope. The 
building itself was the Ancient Slaughter House, all rights in connexion with 
which were given and monopolized for long years by the descendents of a court 
favorite who obtained it from Charles Quint for her family. A passing glance is 
all that is necessary. As you pass the bridge you come in sight of the object of 
your excursion, but on reaching the square in front of the Chdteau, for a moment, 
turn right round and you will face the entrance of the Fishmarket, you need go no 
further, you will see a fine representation of Neptune and dolphins— a copy of 
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The Ancient Slaughter House. 



what was there anciently — the remains of the original we shall come across 
later at the Abbaye de St. Bavon— while those who care to see a picturesque 
view of the old Town can just step on the tridge^''^ to the left of the Castle, 
from wlxenoe can bee seen a hou&e wJtJi .a wooden fron^ta^^, the lasst Jeft in Gfcenet. 

^) Poirt de l*Ex6cution. 






CHATEAU DES COMTES. 

WE stand now before a castle which gives us a true idea of the mediaeval 
castles tenanted by Kings and Princes who ruled|before a Magna Charta 
limited or Parliaments questioned the sovereign will, before merchant princes and 
railway-kings could rival the dimensions and dwarf the splendour of royal habi- 
tations. Here Edward III. and the Victor of Poitiers have been guests, and under, 
the shadow of this great fortress John of Ghent (or Gaunt) was born. From that 
grand gate way, of pure Roman architecture, marched out the bold troops who deci- 
ded the battle of the Spurs (1302), and who at one time repelled an English army 
of 24,000 men led by their King, and at another joined issue with them and with 
them humbled the Dukes of Burgundy. The turrets and battlements with their 
swinging portals all bring up to our mind the times of Ivanhoe and we fancy our- 
selves back to the days of hauberks, crossbows, blunderbus, pikes and chivalry. A 
walk round the p&rapets will tell us more than all guide books can describe. The 
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Le Chateau des Comtes. 



dungeon is well worth seeing, it tells its own tale which the cwts. of bones brought 
up from the bottom, at the time of restoration, confirm. From what may be 
called the Citadel, the visitor will see that broad view of the capital of Eastern 
Flanders which suggested the ugly pun ^'^ by which Charles Quint inquired how 
many lives its subjection would demand. The Chateau des Comtes de Flandre 
dates from 868 when Baudoin Bras-de-Fer, the first Count, built it to check 
Norman inroads; it is associated with all the military glories of the passing 
dynasties who succeeded each other and whose struggles for supremacy make up 
the thrilling history of this turbulent and much coveted country. 

(x) "Gand** is the French name for Gent (in English Ghent)— and the play of words is 
upon Gant, a skin or kid glove ~*'Combien de peaux faudrait-il pour faire un gant de cette 
grandeur." 
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LA MAISOM DES BATELIERS. 

WHILB in the neighbourhood of th« Chateau des Comtes, a sight of three 
remarkable old houses on the Quai aux Herbes must not be missed. 
One of them has lately been injured by a fire but the other two are remarkable 
specimens of XVIth Century work. The last of the three was the Hall of the 
Free Watermen, a corporation or guild of great importance in the capital of the 
water carrying trade. When Charles Quint suppressed and seized the trade 
guilds, the building was. sold^ k hm become: tiie property of the Town^ and 
is carefully kept as au hfstorical monument. It is one of the finest examples 
of floriated Gothic decoration. 

A glance around will give several peeps of delightful old views of Flemish 
architecture ^*^ 

(s) Epignons k redents or gradins. 




Old Flemish Architecture (La Maison des Bateliers). 



It might be well to suggest to tourists, who are hurried, that as they are 
in the neighbourhood of cabs, a stand being found at the March^ aux Grains, 
they should take a vehicle and do in one run two of the old monuments of 
antiquity which must be seen, the ruin of St. Bavon's abbey and the Rabot, 
which are situated at about i Y^i miles from the March^ aux GrainB, in oppccBite 
directions. 
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RUINS OF THE ABBEY OF ST. BAVON. 

To antiquarians, to all persons who value traces of the past, all who 
delight in glimpses of early architecture, these old ruins and their 
contents are the chief things to be seep in Ghent as being pre-eminent from the 
standpoint of age. Though we have magnificent ruins in England beside which 
these cannot enter into comparison, we have no ecclesiastical ruins anything 
like so old. We can realize how ancient are the ruins we are now visiting if we 
consider this abbey dates from about 630, only a few years later than St. Augustine's 
landing in England, that is when, outside the influence of the Augustine mission, 
England was pagan. The abbey was rebuilt in 651 and is considered the oldest 
monument of the middle ages in the Lowlands. It was burnt three times in the 
Xlth Century by the Normans, but the outer walls appear to be actually those 
built by Eginhard, who was created abbot by the Emperor Charlemagne. Histori- 
cally it is interesting to Englishmen, as it is here that John of Ghent (Gaunt) 
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Ruins of the Ancient Abbey S^ Bavon. 



was born when his father Edward III., with Queen Philippa, were staying with 
their ally, James van Artevelde the great Burgomaster of Ghent. It was destroyed 
by Charles Quint in 1540 when he was reeking his vengeance on his turbulent 
Gantois, he ordered an immense citadel which might overawe the burghers to be 
built on this site and what remains to day is that portion which was preserved 
to be adapted, as barracks, to this purpose. It is only comparatively lately that 
the authorities became alive to the fact that they possessed such priceless relics 
of the past. They unearthed and cleared away the accumulated rubbish of years 
and closed in the old monastery. Now are to be seen round the cloisters tombs 
which appear as though hewn, coffin shaped, in the rock, but which are really 
structures of stone and cement of a hardness which puts to shame modern 
compounds. Exposed to view are portions of the old walls giving specimens of 
the ancient method of building by superposing stones in herring bone order. 

The refectory, which has been restored, its windows reshaped to their 
proportions of the Vllth Century, is paved and dadoed with funeral stones, many 
of which are full of interest to the antiquarian. Inlaid marbles, mosaic and 
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painted work of the Xlllth Century, more than one matrix of what must have been 
brasses of glorious floriation and dimension are all around. It is interesting to 
note that some of these stones have been brought to their resting place from 
the depths of the water, where for years they did duty, or as some will say^profane 
duty, as paving stones at the bottom of sluices. In the crypt was found an old 
mosaic pavement, Xlllth Century, of no very great antiquarian interest, which 
is now placed in the small pavilion. A book which can be recommended to 
Archaeologists on the subject is : ** Catalogue des Dalles funeraires au Musee 
Lapidaire des Ruines de Saint Bavon" by baron Bethune-de-Villers. 

The south wall and the subterranean hall give some excellent specimens of 
old Roman architecture. The arches as they meet the octagon pavilion tower, the 
small columns and the spherical vault present features of pure Byzantine art. 

The abbey is the repository for all the old monumental relics of the Town. 
Here are to be seen the remains of the original figures which adorned the Fish 
Market. Here also is a fine stone figure of a man-at-arms, in full panoply, which 
once occupied a prominent position on the top of the Belfry. 
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An Ancient Fort (Le Rabot). 



THE RABOT. 

THIS is a most interesting structure of the XVth Century. To the student 
of military history of the past it is of inestimable value. It is one of 
a string of old forts which, running from Courtrai to Ghent, kept guard at the 
north-eastern side of the City, much as in the XlXth Century the fortresses from 
Strasburg to Sedan, standing in their grim silence, speak of invasion arid fear 
of invasion on an oft disputed frontier. The Rabot was the last rebuilt and is 
the only survivor of this chain. From that quarter came formidable enemies 
in the XlVth and XVth Century, for the Emperors of the Great Empire over which 
Charlemagne and Charles Quint ruled, and the sceptre of which Napoleon (0 
60 nearly grasped after Austerlitz, were ever implacable enemies to the free and 
stubborn burghers of Ghent. 

In 1488 Frederick III. or Frederick IV., as he is called by those who recognize 
(0 Thiers, Histoire de T Empire. 
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'* Frederic le Beau" in the succession, the then Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire, marched against Ghent to take up the quarrel of his son Maximilian and 
compel the recognition of his rights of Regent during the minority of his infant 
son Philip. The fifty-three trade corporations of the burghers and the whole body 
of weavers mustered at this point and, marshalled under the Lord of Ravenstein, 
they waited behind their ramparts the assault of the puissant Emperor. He, 
at the head of 40,000 regulars, came to bring to reason those bands of despised 
workers, but these were urged on by Cleves of Ravenstein, an implacable foe of 
Maximilian who had wronged him; for being in confinement at Bruges, Maximilian 
was freed on the faith of promises which he faithlessly broke; and Ravenstein who 
had stood surety for him, till he should redeem his promises, he recklessly threw 
over. The attack was delivered and repelled at the Rabot and Frederick, whose 
forces were weakened by marauding, retired. The Gantois then rebuilt the present 
fort astride the little river Lidve. In time of peace it took toll, and^in time of war 
guarded effectually what was then a direct communication with the sea. 

Should the tourist be pressed for time, it might be advisable^ for him to tell 
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his cabman to go first to the Rabot and then to the ruins of St. Bavon and to return 
to the Station by the Place St. Jacques, the March6 du Vendredi and the Rue de 
Flandres; in this way he would get a glimpse of the exterior of the handsome 
Eglise St. Jacques, and pulling up at the corner of the Marche du Vendredi, he 
should observe the small tower of the ancient hall of t<ie Tanners' Company and he 
will see the statue of Artevelde, in the middle of the great market place which was 
the scene of some of the most tumultuous and successful episodes of his life. The 
statue is on the foundation of the old statue^'^ of Charles Quint, pulled down 
by the populace. The attitude which is perpetuated is that in which, with hand 
extended towards our shores, he urged the people to stick to the English alliance 
and carried his point by his eloquence and force of character. On leaving the 
market place your hackney coachman will point his whip to a big cannon, which 
has an eventful story, giving lustre to the already rich local history. It is one 
of the marvels of the forge and stands out among the achievements of smiths as do 

(>) A picture in the Museum (Rue longue des Pierres) shows this statue. 
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the piles of Baalbec among those of the builders of the past. How with hammer and 
bellows alone could these brawny blacksmiths forge in one seamless piece this huge 
gun which measures 15 feet of length, and, without even hydraulic power, how 
did they handle a mass of iron at white heat, which weighs 15 ton ? This route 
will bring you past the Chui^h of St. Nicolas and the Cathedral and Belfry, three 
monuments in one street which make that street (or will make it when the slow 
process of bringing other buildings into line is accomplished) unique and prominent 
among the finest streets of Europe. 

The Castle of Gerard le Diable you pass on your left. It is worth more than 
a casual glance, it is a grand relic of the past and gives us an idea of what were 
the castles of the ancient lords and barons. This building has been considerably 
altered, its towers have been cut down to the level of the roof and it has been shorn 
of its defensive structures. It serves now as a home for State Archives, but enough 
remains to shew what were the means of resistence of the ancient nobles, who 
often sullenly retired behind their drawbridge and bade defiance to a victorious foe. 
The many-arched crypt, which is about 40 yards in length, is remarkable. 
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The Old Canon. 



So far we have touched upon the leading features of Ghent, giving such 
as are of general interest and only dealing with those points peculiar to the 
Town. We have done so in order that the traveller who has many places to 
see jn a limited time, may be able to see at once those things which he 
cannot see elsewhere. It will be gathered however from what has been 
described, that it is foolish for a tourist to think he can take a flying 
excursion from Brussels or Bruges and within the limits of a visit of a few 
hours both have his luncheon and see Ghent ! Yet thousands not only try 
to do this, but sagely pronounce an opinion, often amusingly derogatory, on 
the artistic, monumental and archaeological interest of a city which, from the 
extent and value of its relics, is with few rivals in the world. We now will 
deal, very briefly, with those things which Ghent possesses, as does every like 
Town of note : Pictures, museum-treasures, books and MSS., churches, con- 
vents, etc. 
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GALLERY OF PAINTINGS. 

Musee dcs Tableaux, Rue Ste» Marguerite (50 centimes), 

THERE are here some pictures which every lover of painting must see. The col- 
lection is divided into Old Paintings and Modern. In the antichambers are 
some valuable ecclesiastical panel paintings^'^ which arrest attention. Among 
the grand paintings of the old masters there are four which cannot be matched in 
collections vastly more numerous and hung in more pretentious surroundings. 
The master-piece of Van Utrecht, a fishmonger's stall, so often described by 
the bull which comes so readily to one's mind as one gazes on it, "a living 
picture of a dead fish," ranks among the first. The entrance of Charles II. into 
Ghent by Duchastel, signed and dated 1625, is admirable, the individuality of 
each of those hundreds and hundreds of persons who make up the group of 

(O Triptyques. 
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actors and spectators in that famous picture is perfect. Two of this Master's 
paintings at Brussels were long thought to be Velasques. Another master-piece 
is one of Heda's, signed and dated, than which he executed nothing better. 
Peter Boel's picture (game) 1622 is a worthy companion of these. How hard 
it must be for the best judge of pictures to rank in order of merit the works 
of this Gallery can be appreciated when the list of them includes Coxie, 
Van Dyck, Rubens, Th. Rombouts, Van Hemskerke, etc. The painting of a 
Great Ghent Master, De Craeyer, must be noticed : — ** The judgment of Solomon/' 
which was given by Napoleon (who allowed himself much generosity with 
other people's goods, Ghent treasures not excepted), to the Convent of Mont 
Ceni, where he received help and welcome during his passage of the Alps; the 
great picture was returned at the Restoration, but came back folded in four and 
much spoilt by creases. If there were nothing else in the gallery St. Francis 
receiving the stigmata, by Rubens, would be the worthy goal of any artist's 
pilgrimage. The story of some of these pictures is not devoid of interest : one 
was sold by nuns of a suppressed convent for 40 francs, the buyer afterwards 
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asked 30,000 francs, but it was claimed by the Municipality as its property, 
and possession of it was not regained until the case had gone through ail the 
Courts with varying success. A beautiful picture by Daumick is the only known 
one extant by this master. A picture by Verhaegen, one of the followers of 
Rubens and the last who carried out his tradition, is interesting to collectors. 
A picture of the Crucifixion, a primitive Renaissance by Van Hemskerke, is very 
fine, it was originally on the doors of a convent. A Devos Marten, signed and 
dated 153 1, and one by Deliemaeker, 1575, a painter who never left Ghent or 
studied in other Schools of Paintings, are noticeable. Every picture is clearly 
( labelled, which is a comfort to the visitor. 

The modern portion contains names which are honoured in Ghent at the 
present moment, among these that of De Vigne, the father and the wife of the 
present alderman of that name, each of whom figures as a painter; and M. de 
Keghel, the painting master at the Girls' High School in the Town, which 
attracts many English pupils. M. Tydgat, head of the drawing and painting 
Academy, is represented by his '^St. Sebastien, " and M. Maeterlinck— the 
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present curator whose pictures have long hung in England— by a characteristic 
allegory. *'Les loups de Mer" (viz.: Crimps) by Demont-Breton, an exceedingly 
modern one by Gabriel, and a life-size study of cavalry horses by Lalaing are 
worthy. Gallet, who is reckoned by many to be the first among living painters 
in Belgium, is represented. 
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THE MUSEUM. 

(Le Musee d'AntiquiUs, Rue longue des Pierres, Entrance 50 centimes, Thursdays free.) 

ENGLISHMEN who Can go, free of cost, every day of the week to the British 
Museum and gaze upon the relics of the Pharaohs do not come to Ghent 
to pay 50 centimes to see old armour; therefore is it that we give, in no wise, 
a catalogue of the objects of this Museum, but merely note such objects as are 
not only worth seeing but to be seen only in this old Town. First among these 
are six badges^^^ of office worn by ushers on state ceremonies. Two are original 
and four are copies dating from the XVIth Century, they are gilded silver 
castings of matchless value, the central figure is that of the Maid of Ghent ^*^ 
with a lion at her knees and attendants at either side; fabulous sums have 
been offered on more than one occasion for pairs of these badges, and the 

(I) Engravings of these exist in Paris (Histoire des Arts et Metiers). 

(') La Pucelle de Gand with the lion of Flanders are the arms of the Town. 
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name of Rothschild is litiked to one of these offers which have always been 
refused by the Town Council. Another marvel of ancient work is a small 
wax medallion of Laurent Dubois^"^ dated 1581 (No. io42*»*« in Catalogue). The 
features and the colouring of the face of this pious benefactor are perfect and 
the full expression of the face after 300 years is as true as if it had been 
photographed and coloured a week ago. A miniature book of prayers, belonging 
to William Wenemaer, containing seven highly coloured pictures, is a gem. 
To collectors and rubbers of brasses, there is a brass of great interest, that of 
this same Wenemaer, a Ghent warrior slain in combat by Robert de Cassel at 
Rekeline, some 12 miles from Ghent, in 1325. The figure is of a knight 
armed but bare-headed, brandishing a sword which bears the inscription **Horre- 
bant dudum reprobi me cernere nudum ^*^" A companion brass of his consort, 
in widowed garb, is near the first. Neither brass has a canopy, but the first is 
worthy of comparison with our famous brasses of Sir John d'Abernon at Stoke, 

(') Van Haute is the Flemish form of the name. 

(>) "Anon the infidels were terror stricken at seeing me unsheathed*" 
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Sir Roger de Trumpington at Cambridge, and not least, though a few years 
less old, that of Sir Robert de Bures (1302) at Acton, Suffolk. These remarks 
will give some idea to rubbers of brasses what to expect. The two brasses 
here are set up against the wall and not in a prone position as might be 
expected. A smaller brass is dated 1368. 30,000 fcs. was offered to the Town 
for the Wenemaer brass and indignantly refused. The museum contains some 
exquisite tapestry work, vivid battle* scenes where woolwork gives compressions 
of '^hatred and terror which a painter' might envy. 
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THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. 

A CENTURY ago, at the suppression of the convents and ancient courts, the 
books and manuscripts were gathered together and became the foundation 
of a library which was shortly after annexed to the University and opened 
to the public ^'^ The building is the chapel of the Convent and Abbey of 
Baudeloo. The collection, which consists of some 300,000 different works, contains 
some very precious manuscripts and old books. Among ihe oldest manuscripts 
*'Vita Sancti Amandi", which appears to belong to the end of the Vlllth or 
early IXth Century, holds a high rank. The famous **de laude Virginitatis " 
by Aldelem, bishop of Wessex, who flourished in the Vllth Century, is a superb 

(^) The Library is opened to the public for study, but visitors wishing to see over the 
Library must be bearers of an order which can be readily obtained. 
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MS.^'^ of the Xllth Century, in which is also found **CoeIii Sedulii^*^ Carmen 
paschale/' a celebrated poem of the Vth Century. It has, at the end of it, 
4 pages of Vlth Century Merovingian writing which makes it precious in the 
eyes of paleographers. This is another of the Ghent treasures demanded back 
from Paris after Waterloo. The No. in the Catalogue of this MS. is 317/8. 
The ancient abbey of St. Bavon has enriched the Library by magnificent MSS., 
among others the famous ** Liber Floridus" of the Xllth Century, many MSS. 
richly adorned with miniature paintings and the Book of Hours of a certain 
Rene d'Anjou, rich with miniatures of the school of Van Eyck. A beautiful 
MS. by Peter Lombard, Xlllth Century, gives, in marvellous writing, the text 
of some of St. Paul's Epistles in a middle column and glossaries of the Fathers 



(0 See "Collectio patrum Ecclesise Anglicanse" by Dr. Giles. Oxford Press. 1844. 

(3) Sedulius was an Irishman, and the fact that his work and that of the Bishop of 
Wessex have travelled down the centuries together, suggests a connexion and relations between 
their respective countries opposite to what prevailed during many later centuries. Even such 
a ray of historical light on those dark times of our land is valuable. 
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on the text, in two side columns, No. 45 1 in the Catalogue. Several Bible MSS. 
of Xlllth and XlVth Century are treasures of priceless value. We must also 
note a vast work, incomplete, of jurisprudence, **Decretum Gratiani," No. 671; also 
a history of Plutarch, a magnificent MS. written at Ghent on vellum in the 
XVth Century; it contains 15 full size miniatures of heroes of Greece and 
Rome all dressed in the gorgeous Flemish style of the then Court of Burgundy I 
A few French novels of the XVth Century are not without interest. 

Among books it is difficult to mention any among so many so widely 
different in that which makes them valuable. William Caxton, the first English 
printer, came over to Ghent to learn printing and took back the art to 
England, 1480; his first book, printed here, is in the Library. The incunabula 
and a collection of 20,000 pamphlets, concerning the Netherlands, are reckoned 
as the most valuable in existence. There is a goodly collection of books with 
f ancient woodcuts. Among old curiosities may be mentioned a little book, 
'*Industria Spiritualis," for confessional use, published at Cologne, 1634, by 
Michael Demenius; it is printed on strips each of which contains a sin to be 
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confessed, and the strip was for folding back for ready reference at confession. 
The little book exhausts the catalogue of possible ofifences from murder and 
piracy to a wrong vote at an election ! Another curious book is the will of 
a certain Lewis Porquin who in 1563 printed as many copies as he had children; 
it is chiefly philosophical advice to these; each copy is signed with his own 
blood. Twenty volumes of beautiful Engravings by Piranezi were given by 
Prince Napoleon, King of Naples, and form part of a valuable collection of 
Engravings of works of Van Dyck, Rembrandt and other masters. A collec- 
tion of old coins awaits preparations being made to give it a convenient home 
in the Museum. 
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MUNICIPAL ARCHIVES. 

THE Library and Great Hall at the Hotel de Ville contain some most interesting 
specimens of old manuscripts, illuminations and etchings. Some of the 
most note worthy are the Register of the Brewers' Corporation, the frontispiece 
of which is a splendid illumination of the Brewers' arms, in vivid colors, which 
recall the golds and vermilions which decorate the early copies of the Gospels 
in the Libraries of Trinity and Corpus Colleges at Cambridge, these arms and 
ecclesiastical figures are XVth Century work, the Register of the Woodcutters, 
or Sawyers, has on its frontispiece a beautiful face representing the Deity, which is 
a work in vivid colors and considered equal to Van Eyck. It is of the sstme school. 
This Register contains the corporation roll for some 300 years. That of the 
Carpenters has a picture of St. Joseph and St. Amand. The latter (Bishop and 
Saint) is the St. Augustine of the Flemish; he converted them to Christianity — 

35 



it is also said he preached in England. It has beautiful etchings as initial letters 
in the styles '*Rocailles" and "Louis XV. and Louis XVIL'' 

The Register of the Freehouseholders has etchings of merit decorating initial 
letters, while that of the Clothworkers (coutil) in embossed leather cover, has 
silver clasps of great artistic value, engraved and wrought with figures of 
birds with beautiful enamelled stone ornaments, XVth Century work. The vol. 
of the Register of the Tanners was renewed in 1478; the old Register which it 
followed is not extant; it is illuminated and exemplifies the excellence of the work 
of the period of the dukes of Burgundy. On the other hand the Register of the 
Masons shows work of a poor period; the frontispiece represents four kings, 
their patrons, a gaudy picture of little merit. The Register of the Coopers has a 
frontispiece (161 1) of the Flemish school of the style of Lucas de Heere; it is a 
rude representation of St. Martin, their patron Saint, cutting away the skirt of his 
cloak to give it to a beggar. 

Interesting also are the big folios containing the acts passed by the Court of 
the Burgomaster and Aldermen of the Town. Each volume contains the acts of 
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one year and bears the arms of the senior alderman of that year, sometimes on the 
cover, sometimes as frontispiece. The volumes for 1500, 1501, 1502 are illustrated 
with pen and ink sketches of great merit, as decorative initial letters of Chapters 
or separate Acts. A curious point of old law is that these Acts were not signed by 
the Court, but once inscribed on these municipal records were, by this inscription, 
which placed them on the Statute books, valid and effective. 

Photographs of old documents and of the treaty between Edward III. and the 
Burghers of Ghent were specially admired by Queen Victoria on the occasion of her 
visit in 1843, when with the Prince Consort she came to Ghent attended by Lord 
Aberdeen. What makes a very precious collection from the standpoint of architects 
is the total number of plans of every house and monument built in Ghent; it is 
said that no other Town possesses a complete collection which dates back through 
centuries. F'rom these documents it would appear that the pedestrian had a bad 
time of it, for at one time every man did what seemed good in his own eyes as to 
the pavement before his house. Some would build high steps, others made openings 
into vaults, while not a few barred the pavement altogether. The treaty which 
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Edward III. signed with the burghers of Ghent and the documents concerning 
the monies coined by the Town, which once had its own mint, are grand reading 
for those whose pet pastime is to decipher old documents. 

A walk up the Rue des Champs from the church of St, Nicholas is worth 
the effort. On the left will ,be seen a fair specimen of the comfortable and 
fashionable house of last century; there Louis XVIIL spent the 3 months (les Cent 
Jours) of his expulsion, or rather flight, from France while Napoleon occupied 
the Tuileries after his escape from Elba. Opposite is a stately but more modest 
house, where Wellington lodged on the occasions of his frequent visits from 
Brussels to survey the fortifications and strategetic points of the neighbourhood. 
The French monarch used to roll in state, with four cream coloured horses, to the 
Cathedral, to hear mass; when on his drives he perchance met the duke, he^would 
give him a condescending little nod and greeting expressed by a shake of the tips 
' of his royal fingers^*^ The street leads us to the Palais de Justice and Theatre, 

(») Houssaye, Les 100 jours. 
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The Law Courts (Palais de Justice). 



modern buildings which deserve a passing visit. The former is an imposing 
building in Roman style, which, if viewed from the bridge which joins the Place 
du Commerce and Quai des Tilleuls, offers a most effective idea of Ghent 
Architecture rising out of the waters and justifies its title of Venice of the North, 
The interior presents one striking feature, which is the hall called Salle des 
Pas Perdus, where hang several modern paintings of some merit. The Theatre is 
a vast building and should especially attract the attention of visitors from provin- 
cial towns, as a specimen of what provincial theatres are when under Government 
patronage and municipal management. 

To lovers of churches, a visit to the four churches of St. Nicholas, St. Michael, 
St. Jacques and St. Pierre will be pleasurable. The history of the latter church, 
which was at one time an abbey of great wealth and renown, is typical Flemish 
ecclesiastical history, upon which the limits of this brief sketch forbid us to enter^'^ 
For the same reason we cannot go into the history of those two well known convents, 

(') It is interesting for instance to read that the abbey possessed valuable lands at 
Greenwich, Woolwich and Lewisham, and to peruse the title deeds of its English property. 
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as the Grand and Petit Beguinage can be called. They were ordered to be 
suppressed at the time of the French Revolution, but were saved by their friends 
in Paris who represented that they were not recognized religious orders. The 
quaint stillness of these religious and ancient semi-almshouses^') is delightfulr 
and the Vesper processions which have been carried on by generations of Flemish 
women in the dim religious light of their chapel, is picturesque and impressive. 
At the suppression of convents at the time of the French Revolution a number 
of ecclesiastical buildings were used for various purposes, some were re-occupied by 
the monks. The ancient convent of the Baudeloo is the Athenee and their chapel 
the public Library, The Chapel of St. Jean a Thuile, Place St. Jacques, is let to the 
English Community by the Town at a rental of 1600 francs a year, a part of which 
is met by a subsidy from the authorities, the rest by offering and subscriptions. 
The interior of the Chapel is in late Renaissance style and not without a certain 



(') Ladies of more or less wealth have at all times joined the Institution, the vows of 
which are not perpetual but for a greater or less number ot years. 
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beauty and character, it contrasts favorably with the many barnlike structures 
with which the English church has often to be content on the Continent. 

There is one last building concerning which, for the sake of American visitors, 
we must go into a few more details, we allude to the Convent of the Chartreux 
monks, Rue des Chartreux. Joseph II. suppressed it in 1783. The monks were 
however restored, but expelled again in 1796 by the Frt^nch Republic. In i8oi it 
seems to have been used by Lievin Bauwens, who opened there the first spinning 
mill on the Continent. The statue of this worker stands at the top of the Rue de 
Flandre; he is honored for having brought the secrets of spinning from England, 
where he risked his neck in obtaining the jealously guarded invention. Afterwards 
the convent seems to have been an official residence for the Burgomaster or 
his state guests. The room occupied by Napoleon on his visit is shown by 
the monks. In 1814 the English envoys lodged there, and the treaty between 
England and America which ended the war, occasioned by the question of 
pressed American sailors and rights of search afloat, was signed in a room now 
fantastically papered with postage stamps. The treaty was signed and a messenger 
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despatched from thence on Christmas Eve, 1814, vid Havre, to America, but 
he reached too late to avert the fratricidal battle of New Orleans which was 
uselessly fought in January. No electric wire existed then to speed the news 
of peace, England lost many brave lives whose deeds and memory have been 
suffered to perish because they did not succeed in an impossible task, and 
America victoriously asserted her right to wave the Stars and Stripes over 
every sea unchallenged and unyoked. 
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GHENT. 

By thine aged walls, *neath crumbling bridges olden, 

Twin rivers(0 sing their rich historic song 
Of days when Ghent, her warriors to embolden, 

Echoed the name of Artevelde^^) the strong. 
Then Flemish faces flushed, and sword unsheathing. 

Sprang to the saddle every fearless knight. 
Ready to charge where battle fires were wreathing, 

Ready to die or scatter foes to flight. 

Sing too of peace, of courtly dames enhancing 

Her contests and her tournaments with grace; 
Of all the Muses who came hither dancing. 

Pleased to make home in such congenial place ; 
Of argosies afloat and quick returning, 

Bringing fresh wealth, reward of fresh emprise; 
Of bays that crown her ancient seat of learning, 

Rousing her sons to emulate the wise. 

W. Eardlby Rooms. 

(>) The Escaut and the Lys. 

(2) Artevelde was named "Ruwaerd," Guardian of the public peace with dictatorial powers, 
in 1337- 




The Park. 



MODERN GHENT. 

FOR years and years English families have settled for a longer or a shorter 
period in towns abroad and have thus founded little English colonies in 
most of the well-known places of France, Germany and Belgium. What is it 
which causes our countrymen to come and live abroad in localities where often 
neither business nor relationship nor even pleasure attracts them? It is undoubtedly 
the fact that living is on the whole cheaper, or shall we say on a less extra- 
vagant footing than it is at home. True it is that you may live as economically 
as you can possibly wish to do in a small country town in England, but you 
pay dearly there for your economy, your society is limited, your choice of 
recreation is small, your isolation is great. If you happen to be blessed with 
a large family you must choose often between the very second rate local education 
or you must spend an unreasonable amount of money in sending away^the children 
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to schools which are somewhat nearer to your ideal. There is another and 
yet more delicate point ; in small country places in England, that is in 
places where living is inexpensive, the extremes meet, you have respectable 
poverty and great afiSuence. You must either associate with, and the children 
must take their ideas from, one set of neighbours who require too little or another 
set who lavish an unnecessary expenditure on all the details of life. Elementary 
education in England is now so heavily subsidized by Government that Board 
school education is entirely free, but absolutely nothing is done for any higher 
grade of schools, the result is that sound higher education is proportionately 
dear— exceptions to this rule are few and far between, a few endowed Grammar 
schools of standing present a liberal curriculum, but under conditions not accep- 
table to such who object to vegetate in a market town. 

Abroad, the ratepayers are not so amenable; if they are taxed for educa- 
tional .purposes they insist upon an equitable division of the proceeds^ and thus 
it is that all grades of schools from the university downwards have a right to 
Government subsidies and the high school comes in for its share. The parent 
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then has only to pay for the difference between the cost of primary and higher 
education, instead of having to choose, as in England, to accept either the free 
primary education or to pay the whole charge of a better education made the 
dearer by the want of collective organisation. Hence the advantage of residence 
abroad to the man of moderate independent means who adds to his title that 
of paterfamilias. For a Guide of this kind to be really practical it is necessary 
to come down to figures. It is obvious that neither abroad nor in England can 
a family live without money. It is not a desirable object to point out how 
people can live in a false position and thus add to the ranks of the ''Shabby 
Genteel.** The general object now in view is to furnish such information as 
shall allow persons, who have a given fixed income, to calculate for themselves 
whether they cannot obtain a higher degree of comfort and greater advantages 
by living abroad than by living in England, The special object in view is to 
commend residence in Ghent. It is computed that no less than ten million 
English live outside England, and the many inquiries which are made as to the 
cost of living and the price of education in Ghent have decided the authorities 
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to order the issuing of a Guide which shall be an answer to further inquirers. 
Four hundred a year, while being a nice income for beginners in England, 
soon becomes an impossible amount when a large family begins to grow up and 
schooling becomes more and more an item to be faced in the yearly budget — 
but 10,000 francs a year (the same sum) is such an income as will allow, 
with strict economy, any family to make both ends meet here. It will allow of 
margin enough for a good deal of legitimate pleasure after the table, the 
wardrobe and the school have had their annual pull at the purse. Except in 
the case of elderly ladies living alone, this is more or less the limit. Incomes 
from 10,000 to 20,000 francs are not nearly so common here as in England, 
and as the habits and customs are formed to meet a lesser expenditure, it follows 
that even with the more extravagant English habits, a family living on such 
income is in affluence. It is not so with larger incomes; persons willing and 
able to spend over £1 ,000 a year require more servants, not to say horses, and 
immediately they come under the lash of the tax collector, for whereas the 
taxation is light on small households, it increases with geometrical progression 
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Entrance Hall, Institut de Kerchove for girls. 



as the style of living passes from the necessary to the luxurious. As an example : 
one servant is taxed about 15 shillings a year, but the tax for 5 servants is nearer 
300 francs and a pair of carriage horses pays £13 8s. 2d. annually. This weighs 
doubly hard on the rich Englishman who, while he falls under this, to him, 
new tax, he generally does not escape the income tax in England. It is these 
circumstances which bring about the fact that there is a certain similarity of 
income in an English Colony abroad such as is not found elsewhere. 

It perhaps will be as good a guide as any to parents in search of education 
to give full details of one of the many schools under the management of the 
Town. We therefore give particulars of the most expensive, the Institut de 
Kerchove, which would be the girls' school to which most English parents would 
send their daughters. As the fees for day boarders vary, according to age, 
from £2 8s. to £6 4s., it may be as well to give photographic views of the 
Establishment in order to dispel the idea, always predominant in old-fashion English 
minds, that *• cheap and nasty" must go together! The first view is that of the 
Entrance Hall, the second that of the **Preau*' or covered Recreation Hall for 
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use during bad weather. All the Teachers are engaged, salaried and ultimately 
pensioned by the Town and are under the direct control of the Alderman of 
Municipal Instruction. — The Head mistress and assistant Head mistress are 
further allowed to receive 40 Boarders who live with them and come under the 
regulation of the school during class hours, 8 to 4.30, with a break from 11.30 
to 2 for dinner. The staff numbers some 34 Teachers of whom 5 are Professors 
from the University who come for lectures, to what is called the ''Cours 
Superieur.^— There are 10 Senior and 8 Junior Governesses. In matters of 
religion there eTcists the most perfect tolerance, which is the reverse to iwdiat 
exists in most private schools abroad. The Roman priest comes on Fridays 
and Saturdays and gives his instructions to Girls of his confession. The 
English chaplain holds his class for religious instruction on Fridays; while 
Girls of Jewish or other persuasions absent themselves from such instruction. 
The curriculum is a wide one and includes French, English, German and 
Dutch, and the instruction is excellent. The fault of these schools is that the 
Girls who will work do too much, but English Girls do not suffer as they are 
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The covered recreation room, Institut de Kerchove. 



generally older than their fellows, being backward on account of the language, 
which it often takes them from 6 to 1 2 months to acquire so as to follow.— 
Moreover they are exempt from Flemish (which when written correctly is the 
same as Dutch though pronounced differently) and take up extra drawing instead. 
A good point too is that needlework and cutting out are compulsory and very 
well taught, while in the cours supdrieur, cooking is, like chemistry, made 
an optional subject. 

For young men who wish for Technical education and languages Ghent 
presents special advantages. The Engineering courses of study at the University 
are rightly celebrated. We give a picture of the Horticultural College, which is 
a wing of the Normal Schools in the Park. The School of Brewery attracts 
yoong men from foreign Lands — several young Englishmen have of late years 
followed the course to learn the brewing of light beers. ^The course is a serious 
matter^ it is a coarse o£ practical organic chemistry for bacterial research. 
Dr. Van Laer is a member of the Institute of Brewing of London and well 
known for scientific work on yeast and biological treatises. Like everything 
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else these schools are subsidized, the fees are £20 for the first year and £14 
for the second. The School of Art for Drawing and the ''Conservatoire de Musique," 
while available for professionnals, are institutions which are practically useless 
to English private families, who will find what they want in the schools. The 
drawing classes are from 6 to 8 in winter only and the conditions under which the 
teaching of music is given to groups do not answer to general English wants. On the 
other hand these institutions turn out excellent teachers who, carefully selected, 
are invaluable as private coaches. Much could be said about other schools but 
space forbids. 

One word however might be said about the teaching of English. There 
is a great demand for English lessons, and though there is no livelihood to be 
made thereby, on account of the very small prices habitually paid, there certainly 
is room for families who have educated daughters who, while living at home, 
would like to do something to earn their own pocket money. There is an 
ample supply to meet the demand for English lessons, but the English taught is 
generally delightfully innocent of all asperates; Irish grooms, north country 

50 



workmen and nursery maids give themselves out as teachers. All kinds of tricks 
are practised on the foreigner, some assume fictitious degrees, others go to 
London and present themselves at a child's examination, such as the preliminary 
for the College of Preceptors, which allows children to pass in '*the three R's," 
one subject at a time^they then come back and call themselves members of the 
Royal College of Preceptors of England ! These remarks are inserted in the hope 
that a Guide intended for English persons seeking foreign education, may also 
be of use to Belgians anxious to obtain a knowledge of English — they would do 
much better to learn of an instructed Belgian, who would know his English 
Grammar and only commit minor errors of pronunciation, than go to an English 
person who would lead them astray in both and whose errors are recognized brands 
of ignorance. 

The subject of Rents (0 is one about which many questions are asked, but 



(I) House Agents do not exist, houies are put up to let by bills in the windows and by 
advertisements. 
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about which it is most diflBcalt to give answer. Rents vary here, like every- 
where else, with locality, with advantages offered, and also slightly with what the 
tenant is supposed to be willing to give. Speaking generally they are perhaps 
one-third less than they would be in similar conditions in England. In the 
views of the Boulevard de la Citadelle and the Boulevard L6opold houses are 
shewn at £26 and £36 a year respectively; such houses have generally 3 to 
4 sitting rooms and 4 bedrooms, 2 dressing rooms and attics, kitchen, scullery » 
cellar and a nice little garden. From £48 to £64 a year beautiful houses, 
can be readily obtained. Rents are dearer in the new quarter around the 
Park, which is a beautiful spot, kept up at great expense by the Municipal 
Government. This modern quarter is unknown to the tourist who naturally 
immediately finds his way to the most ancient and curious parts of the lower 
Town, 

The means of communication by tramway and omnibus are good and not 
expensive. Both the tramway and omnibus services are worked under conces-^ 
sions from the Town. The former will be shortly worked by electricity. 
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The climate may be said to be, on the whole, much like English climate with 
more sunshine and less east wind. The Town is healthy^ the mortality being about 
that of London, that is 1 8 to ig in the i,ooo. The canals, which are held in horror 
by some people as unsanitary, are the reverse ; they carry away much which would 
otherwise remain. The authorities do all they can to keep them clean, they contend 
against factory pollution and overflow pipes from drains surreptitiously and 
illegally turned into them by unscrupulous persons. The newest quarter of the : 
Town, round the Park, stands on high ground,, in bracing air. Sanitation is in 
high favour with all the intelligence of the Town and gaining ground every day. 
There is a sanitary bureau at the Hotel de Ville which, while not possessing the 
aiithority over landlords, contractors and builders which such an office would 
have in an English Town of 200,000 souls^ works diligently to see all pits are 
cemented properly and well separated from water-wells. It closes suspected 
pumps and can be appealed to in cases of public nuisance. The system of out 
of door cesspits, emptied by machinery, exists — while primitive it is not unhealthy. 
English tenants must be prepared to place at their own expense a ventilating 
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shaft from the pit to the top of the house, a necessity which few Belgian landlords 
will admit, the cost is not great; under these circumstances the sanitary condition 
is perfect. From the subject of health, it is but one step to that of doctors. No good 
which can be said of the members of the Belgian faculty of medicine is too high 
praise; none but highly qualified men have a chance of slipping into their ranks, 
and no one can practise without such qualification. The poor classes are especially 
well looked after and the scandal, not unknown in English Country Towns, of 
the poor being handed over to a doctor's unqualified assistant is unknown. What 
is however of practical importance to us just now is that we can affirm that 
nowhere is there higher skill at lower fees to be obtained than at such towns as 
Ghent and Liege where there are celebrated schools of medicine and where the 
extravagant fees of capitals are unknown. To come down to figures as well as facts, 
D' Gevaert, a throat and ear specialist who has a very large practice, charges 
5 francs for a consultation. An institution which has received many English people 
must be named. The **Refuge de Marie" receives private patients for operations, 
for nursing and treatment. There the surgeons of the Town send and attend their 
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own patients so that each operation shall be performed under all those conditions of 
space and attendance and be followed by that professional nursing which does so much 
to make surgical operations successful. Patients can have a room or a set of rooms, 
and the service is very efficiently performed by sisters who are under the direction 
of a superior. The question of religion does not enter into the matter, the fees are : 
ist class 5 fcs.--2nd class 4 fcs. — 3nd class 2.50 fcs. per day, not including medicines. 
Lady boarders pay from £4 to .€5 5s. a month according to rooms occupied. 

We give a photograph of the English Church, Place St. Jacques. The Church (i) 
is rented from the Town at £64 a year— it however receives £52 in grants from the 
State and Town to meet this, there being an international agreement that a place of 
worship shall be furnished. — The chaplains hold their license from the Bishop of 
London, they are also Belgian officers paid and pensioned by the State, the Town 
grants them an allowance, in lieu of a house, which brings up the fixed income to 
£144— to which is added any balance after the yearly Church expenses («) are met by 

(0 See page 40. 

(2) The management of the temporal affairs is kindly undertaken by a Consistory, named by 
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offertory and subscriptions. 10.30 a.m. and 6.30 p»m. are fixed times of services, 
while printed notices give other hours and details which vary with times and seasons. 
Recreation and excursions also demand a word. Cricket and football for boys 
are of course unknown, but a very little increase of the English Colony would be 
followed by a Lawn Tennis Club. Boating on the river and canals is common, one 
boat club turns out some four-oar crews which have won cups all over France, 
Holland and Belgium - some of their crack crews shew a good deal of form and much 
last ; if they were a little less short at the finish and gave up a tendency to ''bucket** 
they might stand their own in any waters. The whole country is accessible to the 
bicycle and some particularly good tracts stretch from Ghent into Holland. For a 
franc one may have a summer trip down the Terneuzen Canal on a river steamer to 
Holland — a pleasant excursion which can be extended by taking another steamer from 
Terneuzen to Flushing, price two shillings, from whence a little steam tramway goes 
for a few pence to Middelburg, a small town in the heart of Zeeiand where still 

the gentlemen of the Congregation.— Legally the office is filled by election, the voters being males 
over 21. of six months* residence and communicants of the Church. 
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flourish the curious old Dutch costumes of ages past, the women still wearing in their 
hair the gold heirlooms bequeathed to their grandmothers by their great-grand- 
mothers. Among other excursions may be mentioned, as a favorite outing, the visit to 
the Ch&teau de Laerne, an old feudal castle with battlements and dungeon complete. 
In 1382 this castle was taken by the Gantois, who destroyed the village; twenty years 
before that the Count of Flanders had recognized the right that the lord of Laerne 
possessed to garrison his castle. The return fare is 13 pence, by the local vicinal 
railwy, starting from the Boulevard du Ch&teau. By that steam tramway may be 
visited a diminutive Belgian Lourdes, while the road to Courtrai affords a pleasant 
drive through miles of avenues. Bruges is only 40 minutes run from Ghent. Nearer 
the Town, at Gentbrugge, visitors go to see the growing grounds of Van Houtte's Dutch 
Bulbs, which by the bye come from Ghent, much as Irish linen comes from the Lys. 
In spring time acres of hyacinths and tulips present carpets of gorgeous colours to the 
eye, while endless rows of low glass houses are stored with ferns, palms and other 
decorative plants which are destined to ornament London and American festivals. 
Closely tabulated Trade Returns tell us that the 330 odd Nurseries of Ghent 
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with their 4,500,000 square feet of glass (0 do an ever-increasing trade with 
their plants and flowers, and that England is the chief customer for bulbs, ferns 
and greeneries; but beyond the actual commercial practice, the hard bargaining for 
living flowers at cash or 6 m/s, there is a genuine taste for horticulture, a love 
for flowers per se which showed itself long before agricultural depression drove 
the small farmer to substitute a field of Azaleas for a few acres of wheat. In 
1808 there was founded a Society for promoting the culture of flowers and for 
holding annual and quinquennial shows, that Society which has flourished ever 
since was called the "Soci6t6 du Casino." The Casino has its golden book 
(livre d'or) where are preserved the signatures of the great visitors who visited 
its shows and admired its floral wonders; the names of nearly all the Sovereigns 
of Europe are to be found upon its pages, that of Queen Victoria, followed hf 
the Prince Consort's signature, is among them. The first signature is one which 
cannot be without interest to all Americans, it is that of James Bayard the 

(i) See note No. 2, page 64 
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grandfather of that eminent man of whom the Lord Mayor of London said, at 
the Mansion House(i), that he did not know whether his father was great 
because he was his father's son or because he was his son's father ! The 
occasion on which James Bayard, who was one of the American plenipoten- 
tiaries who signed at Ghent the peace with England in January, 1815, inscribed his 
name was one of the great quinquennial flower- shows ^a) and it was agreed 
beforehand that the rose which won the first prize on that occasion should add 
to its name "Columbia."— The variety which had that distinction happened to be 
one which already bore an American name, **Azalea Americana," it was hence- 
forth known as **rose du Congr^s de Gand— Columbia," a beautiful flower which 
has since become extinct, but its history is worthy of this passing word of 
record. The president of the Society is the Count Oswald de Kerchove de 
Denterghem, a botanist of eminence.— It may not be out of place to give a 

(i) See **Times" Report of the Farewell Banquet given at the Mansion House to his Excellency 
the American Ambassador T. F. Bayard, March. 1897. 

(2) The next quinquennial flower show at the Casino will be held on 19th April. 1898. 
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passing word of description of the Jardin d'Hiver of the Count de Kerchove. — 
In a ID-acre garden given up to the culture and acclimatation of various 
New Holland plants and native fruit trees there stands a miniature Cr3rstal 
Palace* i86 feet by 75 with a height of 52 feet. — Within is fairyland, amid 
grottos and carpets of maidenhair there stand great Brazilian palms, 40 feet 
high, cotton trees, Chinese palm trees towering on high, while a delicious waterfall 
winds its hasty way through countless ferns and tumbles in cascades fnun 
rock to rock till it reaches the little lake at the bottom. It is perfection of 
horticultural effect and skill, the profusion of ferns is no mere vulgar profusion; 
80 diffierent kinds of ferns are represented, from the royal Osmunda regalis, the 
Platycerium alcicome, to those exquisite varieties of maidenhair which are like 
the silk meshes of Venus' flowing locks whence their name ^'Cbeveux de 
Venus" » In every comer Begonias peep out like weeds and Orchids and Aroids 
hang among the rocks. The scenic effect from seats placed skilfully so as to 
give views of masses of brilliant Azaleas and beds of deep colored flowers below 
is exquisite. These beds are supplied by five greenhouaea ^ere rotations of 
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flowers are prepared. A walk round the gallery wich runs round the building 
at a height of some 45 feet gives one an idea of what can be done with flowers. 
The encouragement and impetus given to Horticulture by such private gardens 
is great^ high prices being paid to successful rearers of new varieties and worthy 
appreciation given to the discoverers of new methods of propagation. Thus 
Mr. Jules Hye, a well-known amateur of Ghent, gave the other day Xi, 000 for 
a little lot of three Orchids and 300 guineas for a choice Odontoglossum. 

As an example that may be given that there is more than the mere cold 
and unhandsome spirit of commerce and barter abroad among the leading 
horticulturists whose labors have won for their city the fair appellation of 
**Gand, Ville de Fleurs," the fact may be cited that an English ofifer came to 
a great horticulturist living at some 6 miles from Ghent, at a place called 
Loochristi, for a few pots of his Hybrides Odontoglossum, the prioe to be fixed 
by himself. The offer was refused, there was no price for them! Mr. Vuylsteke 
had house after house of Orchids for sale, Cattleya, Cypripedium, Masdevallia, 
Oncidium, first prizes at St. Peterburg, Berlin, Dresden, but of his Hybrides 
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he would sell none. Speaking of Oncidium, nothing is more curious than a good 
collection of these Orchids in flower, say a good lot of Oncidium papilio which 
look like so many huge butterflies just startled and taking the wing together 
from their perch on brambles. 

The usual attractions (i) of a well-appointed town are not wanting. Good bands 
play during summer afternoons or evenings at the Place d'Armes, the Casino, the 
Park, the Zoological Gardens and other places ; while the Band-stand at the Place 
d'Armes, where are the principal clubs and hotels, is the centre of the fashionable 
promenade whenever there is gala or ffete. The music is good and crowds of 
appreciative listeners sit about enjoying the evening air, whiling the passing hour. 

The business of the Town, its Docks and shipping, its trade and commerce, which 
have earned for it the title of <*the Manchester of Belgium," do not come within the 
scope of this Guide; able consular reports and trade returns(a) inform us of its growing 

(i) Parisian and other noted companies take Ghent Theatre and the Circus on their provincial 
tours. 

(^) See the filed American consular reports, British diplomatic and consular reports on trade 
and anance (annual series), the ** Rapport sur I'administration et la situation de la Ville de Gand." and 
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A Ghent Factory (La Lys). 



activity and a picture of one of its factories, said to be the largest flax factory in the 
world, is given that mention of such a feature of the town may not be altogether 
wanting,— but it comes within our province to say that few of those conditions 
which make a great industrial centre hateful to many are found here. The 
smoke of Sheffield, the rude bustling of Lower Thames Street, the piercing 
sounds of Crewe are conspicuous by their absence. There is a vast population 
of professional, literary, scholastic and independent people, and the leaders and 
supporters of commercial enterprise live in the Town and do not, as in England, 
live away as far as they can from a desolation of bricks and mortar tenanted 
by their workpeople. There is a curious and healthy propinquity of palace and 
cottage whichjs not only a social advantage but also affects supplies and prices, 
everything can be procured and the purveyors cater for all purses. Living, even 
as far as food is concerned, is cheaper than it is in England, for though many 
individual articles are exceedingly dear on account of the prohibitive duty, 

"Rapport sur lea travaux de la Chambre (de commerce) et la situation du commerce et de 
rindustrie.'* 
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everything can be purchased in small quantities at the same prices as great— and 
thus much waste is prevented and economy effected. As an example, sugar is 
more than twice the price it is in England and the first quality Demerara 
sugar, so common in England, is simply unknown; on the other hand a pound 
of potatoes is sold at the same rate as a sack — say, little over a farthing a lb. 
Best meat and bread are about the same price as in England, while butter, 
milk and vegetables (also eggs and poultry in the season) are considerably 
cheaper — but the chief economy is in the manner of living. Stoves, though 
less cheery, are more cleanly and economical. Gas, which is said to be half 
the price it is at Brussels, is about the same as in many English country 
towns, much cooking and heating is done by this means. The wood and 
charcoal fires of France are unknown. The drink of the country is a light 
beer which is wholesome and not intoxicating— it is inexpensive. Water is 
not drunk, and though there is abundance of good water, before using it as 
a regular beverage it should be analyzed, as it is not supplied with a view 
to consumption uncooked. 
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Ghent is within an easy post from London, a letter posted in Town 
at 6 is delivered at 8 next morning. The **Times" is on the table of the 
clubs the evening of the day of issue. 

The cheapest route is via Harwich and Antwerp. Leaving Ghent at 5.27 one 
dines on board, while still in the Scheldt, and is at Liverpool St. Station at 7.30 
in time for a brush before Banks and Offices open. The steamers are comfor- 
table and one gets a good night's rest, so actually no time is lost. Commercial 
travellers take this road. There is apparently a cheaper route which goes right 
down the Thames and round to Ostend by water, thence by train to Ghent; 
but passengers must beware of^difficulties at the quay at Ostend. The case of 
a lady whose trunk and heavy hand bag were pounced upon by Commissionaires 
who refused to give it up at the Station till they received what they violently 
affirmed was their due (she paid 8 francs for her luggage from quay to railway) 
was brought to the notice of the Ostend police but they refused to interfere. 
There is a direct line of cargo steamers from Ghent to London which convey 
household furniture at very small cost, such furniture comes in without paying 
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custom*s duty on the production of a certificate of residence signed by the police 
oflficer of the district— such a certificate will be immediately given upon proof being 
handed in that the applicant has taken a house and is bringing his household 
furniture with a view to taking up his residence in Ghent. The police, who 
are such a bother in most foreign towns, are particularly intelligent and 
courteous. They present certain forms to be filled up relative to the respective 
ages of all the members of one's family to the fifth generation, but the chiefs 
are men of experience and they know English and Americans do not carry 
papers signed and countersigned by civil authority. A difficulty arose about 
the children of an Indian officer, who of course could not show certificates 
of birth of sons born in the hills in India, the subalterns were much puzzled 
to think that [any human beings could come into the world without such 
formulas, but a word from the Burgomaster settled the matter. 
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NEW PALACE STEAMERS LTD., 

Sumnier Excnrsion Service 

BETWEEN LONDON AND OSTBSD 

BY 

« ia Marguerite » A « ia Belglque » 

steamers leave London (commencing 
I®' July) every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday, and return from Ostend every 
Sunday, Tuesday (morning and afternoon) 
and Friday. 

Return fare London to Ostend and back 
(or vice versa) (i^' saloon and 3'** class 
Rail) 13/6 

For further particulars apply to 

E. MINNE & Co., 
43 Rae da Qaai, OST£ND 
And at GHENT 

or to T. E. BARLOW, 
Director & Manager 
50 King William Street, LONDON, E. G. 



TTNE FAMILLE ANGLAISE, tout 
pres de Hyde Park, Londres, re9oii 
pensionnaires. — Le9ons d'anglais, s 
necessaire. On demande et on donm 
r6f6rences s6rieuses. 

S^adresser : 4, Kensington GardeHi 
Square, London, W. 



MALFLEIT 

4, RUB NIEUWEPOORT 
(NEXT DOOR TO ENGLISH CHURCl 



FOR GOOD LONDON TEAS 

IN SEALED PACKETS 
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VILLE DK GAND. 



^eOLE KOYENNE DE 



SEPTIEME ET SIXIEME LATINI 



PROGRAMME DES i^TUDES DANS LES JLTBtNi 

Langue latLne. 

HUMANITES 0RECQDES-LATINES ET HUMANITES L 

ugtsiphie : fievisfon de ce qui a €t^ enseigne en septi^me, Declinaisona et conju^ 
fson; nDins et adverbes de nombre; propositions , conjonctions* Oomparatifs et sii 
>i d^s casj questions de lieu et de temps; emplois principaux des temps et dc 
rcices de mOmoire, -* Themes et versions. — Thfemes de reproduction » fait 
ticafe. -^ Auteurs : Une grammaire latine; Une chrestomathie; Lhomond 
land t Epitome histories sacra (tradQction cursive). 

LAKGDE FRANgAISE. — HI3T0IEE ET G£0GRAPEIE » MATJ 



Por further particulars and applicationa apply to Monsieur le Directeur de 

scheme is on foot for founding an English House to feed the classical si 

t will follow the whole course, at the school, which is of course given in Frenc 

gets which only afiect Belgian boys — during these hours the English boys will fc 



History and Geography, It is seen thai thus while reaping the full advantage of tha Education given at ihc I y^- 
(which are under Government in France and Belgium) boys will at the same time keep abreast of English taaght n 
and not find themselves, as is so often the case, in advance in languages and behind hand in home subjects which 
compulsory in English examinations. Higher education is subsidised in France and Belgium at the same rate i 
primary education in England— a fact which brings so many English boys to the continent. In French schon 
whereas the classical grounding is excellent^ the mathematical work, though sound, is on totally different lines 
English and boys are therefore not fitted to compete in Examinations where papers are based on the English mcti l<. 
of instruction^ 

A special short preliminary course will have for its object to bring up English beginners to a pmnt where they :' 
follow the classes — 12 mouths in a French atmosphere will do this. English boys will board in the English anncM 
have their athletics, as in England* The English staff will be in charge of the English subjects. A municipal huii 
near the Ecole moyenne will be certainly available so soon as sufficient applicants warrant the trial of the scheme. T 
fees for Day Boys will be about .£3*55,, for Half Boarders (which ts to include dinner, and Preparation £21 15^ 
Boarders £39 per annum* The slafif (engaged provisionally) are so far * 

ARUNDELL LEAKEY M.A* (canlabj \ 

HENRY SPARROW B.A. (can tab) English subjects. 

HOUSE MASTER, (a graduate; vacant J 

Monsieur WANNIJN* German, 

Meanwhile boarders are received by both M. LEAKEY, and M. SPARROW, they follow the course from tfad 
respective houses. Terms being the regulation ones above stated, viz £39 per annum or JC9.T5 per quarter* 
Application for this provisional arrangement should he addressed to : 

Rev, Akundell LEAKEY, 

Pecherie, 160, GHENT. 
N. B. This notice only applies to such boys as wish to follow the classical pide of the school, Monr 
commercial schools being abundant. 



SOCIEIE DES BRASSEURS POUR L'ENSEIGNENfENT PROFESSIONNEL 

a, OAND (Belgi(iue) 




Municipal college for brewr 

(UNDER GOVERNMENT SUBSIDE. AND INSPECTION) M 

A ^,r u ^7iN r APR Professeur agreed, Docteur en Sciences, Professeur k I'fecoloB 

The course is of 3 years [fees X20, £14, ii2. respectively). It includes pratical brewing in 
l^rbranches Organic and analytical chemistry with laboratory work. Bacteriological 
Idies (fermentations! yeast, etc.). Applied mechanics bearing on <lf !»-- ^ VsTSt; 
A preliminary 6 months caurse for English students (fees £ .0.) is ^^^^^^'^^J" " Jj 
It them to follow the lectures. - The French i-"g>^^S^ ^f,/*^« f ™^' TwL c^^^^^^^ 
Measures can be sufRciently got up by most young men in the time. - This course 

'?U s"ud?;;; "v ho^'hafe' no parents or guardians in the Town, must board in houses 
.net oned by the College, whe^e their timf tables and hours of going out and coming m 
« countersigned. There are three grades of payments for Boarders £3 3^., i^. and 



[O- a month 



For particulars and prospectus apply to: ^^ttt t t- 

L Monsieur le Directeur VAN DEN HULLE, 



Imtiiui superimr de Brasserie, 

Rue de Bruges. CjHENT. 
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INSTITUT DE KEROHOVE 



POUR DEMOISELLES 

INSTRUCTION GRADE SUPERIEUR 



]3:e: cs^j^T>arx> 
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The Head Mistress is allowed, by the regulations, to receive 40 Boarders. These 
Boarders live in the house with the Head Mistress, the Second Mistress and her 
resident Governesses. They occupy the spacious buildings in the Rue du Cuiller at: 
the board and household arrangements are on a generous scale. — They follow tl 
classes, which are attended by between 200 and 300 day pupils, and do their he 
work with the help of the resident governesses. — During the summer the Boarders 
excursions to the picture galeries of Brussels and' other Towns, The Institut is the fit 
High School in the Town, It grants diplomas at the end of the scholastic course- 
Terms ; £36— Fees : £2 los. per ann. The Staff numbers 34 Teachers of whom 5 
Professors at the University, 7 masters, 10 Senior and S Junior Governesses. 
There are 275 day pupils (of whom ii are English) Fees: £5 lod. per ann. 
References (for British and American parents only) can be addressed to the Brittd 
Chaplain, Ghent. For particulars address^ Mademoiselle la Directrice, 



GHENT 

OTEL ROYAL 

PLACE D'ARMES. 



[the most comfortable hotel in GHENT 
FOB ENGLISH VISITOBS. 



BEST SITUATION 

Station, Cathedral, Belfry, Theatre, Tram- 
v/ay, Omnibus, Opposite Band-stand. 



EXCELLENT CUISINE 
m MEALS OUT TO SUIT CONVENIENCE OF VISITORS. 

Table d'Hqte in the Season. 



MODERATE TERMS. 



High Class Pension dcFamille 

4, RUE SAVAEN, GHENT. 

The situation is one of the best in the 
Town being in a quiet street but near the 
Belfry, the Cathedral and all the monuments. 
5 minutes from the Station with Trams run- 
ning at both ends of the street, 

GOOD FRENOH CONVERSATION. — PIANOp ETC. 

ELECTRIC BELLS IH EACH HOOM. 

LUNCHEON AT j O'CLOCK. LATE DINNER AT 3. 

TERMS : 23 Frs. to 48 Frs. a week. 

DO ; 4 frs* to 8 frs. a day* 



REFERENCES ALLOWED TO BRITISH CHAPLAIN 
OR VICE CC^NSUL, 



LEACH &CO.'S STEAMERS 

SAIL BETWEEN 

GHENT AND LONDON 

For all particulars apply to Mr, Louis Be 
Brabant, Dock, 121, GHENT, or to the owners 
Leach and Co,, Mark Brown's Wharf, Tooley- 
street, LONDON S,E. 

APARTMENTS 

(Hi g hly r ecom m en ded) . 

Large Sitting room and bedroom 40 francs a 
week with board. Smaller bedrooms and board 
26 francs, 

Near the Station and Zoological Gardens, 

ADDRESS: — 

Madame BERCKELMANS, 

Hue Bonard, 30. €illEr%T, 



GHENT. 

HOTEL DE LA POST! 



PLACE D'ARMES. 



1st GI-.A.SS iiOXJSEu 



Table d'Hote 12.30 a.m. 
to 7 p m. 



RESTAURANT A LA CAR' 

and at fixed prices. 



APPARTMENTS FOR FAMILiES. 
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR LENGTHENED STM 



GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 



ENTviaHARWICHand ANTWERP 

EVERY WEEKDAY, ALSO SUNDAYS, FROM JULY 4TH TO SEPT. t2TH, 1897, INCLUSIVE. 



m (Liverpool St. Station). , , . dep. 8.35 p.m. 

kh (Farkeston Quay) , . , . , „ id. 20 }« 

srp Quai (Sud)* , . arr. 8.0 a.m. 

to (Waes). ..,.*.«,. dep, 9.5 

icholas arr. g.58 „ 

\ksTen . . . . • „ 9.57 t» 

^Tient . , • . , . „ 10, 19 I, 

PaLiieiig«re mutt idd their own camvey&ac^ bel^eeu ihi^ Qiini de 



Ghent dep. 4.30 p m. 

Lokeren . < - , 4.55 ,, 

St. Nicholas ,1 5,18 ^, 

Antwerp (Waes)'**' arr. 6.4 ,, 

Ditto QuaMSvid) dep. 70 „ 

Harwich (Parkeston Quay) .... * „ 6,5 a.m* 

London (Liverpool St Station^. . , . arr. 7.35 „ 

La Station Sud nnd tbe Ad twerp-Ghent I^ ail way StJiUQD (F^yn do Waoa|. 






FARES FROM LONDON. 
Single : i"* class, iCi-io— oj 3^^ class, £0—17—9; Return : i** class, £2—5—91 ^^^ class, £1—7 — 11 



SINGLE AND RETURN TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR 30 DAYS, 



_*!ic G. E, R. Go's Continental Steamers are Twin-screw Vessels, and sail under the British Flag, They are fitted with 
ie latest accommodation for passengers, including Dining Saloons, Separate Sleeping Cabins, Smoking and Ladies 
Tns, etc., and are lighted by Electricity. Cheap Through and Tourist Tickets at low fares to all parts of the 
nent are issued from London, Scotland, and the principal Northern and Midland Towns of England. 
i^ead the Niw Edition of •' Walki in Bdgmm mih Brussds Es^hibition,'^^ profusdy illustrated ; prtQ^t 6d.: post/r^e Sd, 
For Time Books (free). Guides, or any further information, apply to any of the Great Eastern Railway 
pany'e Agents, the Booking Offices of the Principal Towns in Scotland, the North of England and the 
tnd Counties J to the American Rendezvous. 3, Cockspur Street, London S.W. ; the Great Eastern Railway, 
de la Station Sud, Antwerp; S. W. Mansfield, 79, Montague de la Cour, Brussels, or to the Continental Traffic 
4gert Liverpool Street Station, London, EX^ 



W, & A. GILBEY'S Pure Wines and Spirits. 

BASS & CO/S Pale Ale and Extra Stout. 

AY ALA & w. S Extra Dry Champagnes. 
JOHANNIS, The King of Table VS/aters. 

THE UNITED KINGDOM TEA CO/S Teas. 

Agency at ghent : V. M A L P L I E X, 

-*, ft xi e :^a" i ^ ixTW i> o o I* t. 



a-E]SrEPt^^3L. BEILiOI^^lM* ^^^OEIsTO"^ z 
2, RUE DE LOXUM. BRUSSELS. 



EDUCATIONAL HOME FOR ENGLISH GIRLS 

IN BELGIUM, 



The Rev, Arundell Leakey M. A,, British Chaplain at Ghent, receives a few English girls^ 

the daughters of friends, or introduced by friends, to educate with his own children. 

Mr, and Mrs. Leakey have come to Belgium to educate their own 8 children* The girls 

id a High School (Pensionnat Municipal de la Ville de Gand, Grade superieur) of repute, 

IS some 300 girls and attracts pupils from France, Oermany and England. Like all Belgian 

>Is it is heavily subsidized by Government, The staff is under the control of the Alderman 

lublic instruction and under Government Inspection. In the higher classes lectures are 

by the University Professors, The fees are very moderate and vary with the class- 
Mr* and Mrs. Leakey have a large house and garden for their purpose and their aim is 
the house should be a thorough home for all in it, especially the Indian pupils, 
Indian parents can have references in India from parents of former pupils; and they are 
' ^sted to appoint some one in England who will take financial and midsummer holiday 
ionsibility. 

In a couple of years English children get a thorough knowledge of French, which will last 
j-n their life and in a way that it is impossible to do at home. 

All School payments in Belgium are in advance quarterly on the 1^^ October, 20^^ December, 
lo^** March and i'^ June. These dates are fixed by the State, for payments of fees. 
The scholar year begins on September the ao^^ and ends on August ^*^ The holidays 
j^v^dLS at Christmas^ z weeks at Easter and 3 weeks in the summer. 



Scholars* tickets second class by Train and first by Boat from London to Ghent (mi, 
Harwich) are 17/6, — Ghent is 7 '/^ hours from Charing Cross, or Victoria, 

For full particulars as to Ghent, its sanitary condition, death rate and other information, 
*' Ghent, archsological and historical illustrations and notes, " published by Messrs. Simpkin, 
Marshall and Co.« London, price one shilling, can be consulted. (This book can be bought at 
Messrs. Higginbotham and Co, Madras.) 



La P^cherie, 160, 

GHENT» BELGIUM. 



TERMS Board, Thirty six pounds. 

PER ANNUM School fees about five Guineas. 

Music (2/6 an hour) and painting in oils are extras. Holidays a guinea a week. 



i 



Inclusive terms : Board, School fees, Doctor's bills (if any). Music (Piano)> Easter zi- 
Christmas holidays, School books and all extras. Fifty six pounds. 
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A GOOD TOUR ON THE CONTINENT FROM SCOTLAND. 



A delightful summer tour from the North, without the expense, heat and dust of 15 hours 
trains can be enjoyed now a days at a comparatively small sum. The route from Leith to 
riLwerp, by the magnificently appointed steamers of the Gibson line is becoming every year 
pre popular. 

I The full day and night at sea gives one the initial rest and blow so essential to begin- 
Ig well a holiday. A day at Antwerp to see the Cathedral with its Rubens paintings, 
I churches and the old city generally will be enough. One hour's railway run brings one 
terussels, where a few days should be spent ; there you have Paris on a smaller but true 
le. A drive in the Bois through the grand avenues of the Boulevards is quite a Parisian 
ferience. Visits to the grim pictures of the Wiertz Gallery, to the Palais de Justice, one 
|be finest buildings in the world, the Hotel de Ville, the Grande Place, with its gilded 
■lings and the battle field of Waterloo, must be made, to which (according to tastes) any 
Pljtxt of picture seeing, church visitingj architectural admiring may be added. Another 



hour's ran to Ghent brings one to a Town to which at least a couple of days shomd o 
given; it is a combination of the modern and the anctent continental city. Electric trarowav 
wrhi^ past some of the oldest monuments in Europe, the Chateau des Comtes de Fiaoii 
(founded 863) the Maison des Bateliers^ the Rabot (XV century)^ the ruins of St. Bavoi 
This modern Venice on canals, is a miniature Manchester with its beautiful Park thronge 
with mechanics in their Sunday best. From Ghent a visit to Bruges, half an hour away b 
express, gives one a pleasant change, the old quaint city is full of interesfj in its silei 
quietude it seems to be ever dreaming of its past glories; the Belfry and the churches 
worth seeing. From Ghent back to the Antwerp quay is an hour's run. The tour can ^ 
extended by running down from Brussels to Namur and Dinant, A stay at the latter 
will be most enjoyable, it is in the heart of the Ardennes, where the Meuse is thought by 
to be equal to the Rhine. Another diversion is to go back by Holland and visit An^steri 
the Hague and return by Rotterdam instead of Antwerp, the return ticket to Leith 

I available from that place. 



Steamers leave Leith for Antwerp twice a week. 

Steamers leave Leith for Rotterdam twice a week* 

Steamers leave Leith for Calais (for Paris) once a week. 

Steamers return from Antwerp and Rotterdam twice a week and Calaia once a week, 

Iparea, chief cabio, single Xi.5.0, return £a,o.o. 




Roe dea f bampft, X^ 19, UAXn, 

GENERAL IRONMONGERS 

Specislity ot household Rrticles. — Brass and japanned 

bedsteads. — Sanitary and bath room fittings. 

Laundry machinery. — Banges and Stoves in great variety. 

Sales, Hefrigerators, horticultural implements^ etc. 




AD. HOSTE 

BOOKSELLER : rue des champs, n» 47. 
PRINTER : rue du calvaire, n 23. 
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